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Choosing a management software 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We have spilt the systems in 2 simple ways: based on the setting size, with Abacus suiting larger 

ones, and Regista for the more intimate.  This is not set in stone; you may have a smaller setting 

but require features that only apply to Abacus. 

For nurseries and chains For childminders, pre-schools and small settings  
 

 

 

 
Abacus  
 
Key features  
 

 Limitless session types 
 24/7 booking in 15 minute segments 
 Secure online access from anywhere 
 Automated room movements 
 One-click invoicing 
 Multiple bill payers 
 Free Entitlement calculations 
 Staff planning 
 Over 80 reports 

 Award-winning customer support, 8am – 
8pm 

Regista  
 
Key features  
 

 Weekly and daily registers 
 Financial and reporting options 
 Automated free entitlement calculations 
 Weekly and monthly payment management 
 Assign discounts, credit notes and deposits 
 Custom invoices 
 Email statements and invoice multiple bill 

payers 

 Ticketed customer support 

  
There is a full comparison on page 9 which shows you all elements that our software could 

possibly include, and which ones each level of Regista or Abacus has. 

Administration software is a great 

solution to those every day duties that 

monopolise on your time, we provide 

two simple solutions and we hope that 

this document will help you choose the 

right one for your setting! 
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Individual Elements  

Each piece of software has its own unique features so we will look at them individually and then 

recap at the end.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Regista has been designed with childminders, pre-schools and after-school 

clubs in mind. It is a simple piece of software, hosted online, that you can 

start using the day you subscribe. There’s no set up fee and no installation. 

We’ve created three different packages, starting at just £4/month, so you 

can pick the one that’s best suited to your business. From storing family 

details and producing registers, to automatically calculating invoices and 

tracking payments, it’s the perfect choice for smaller settings. 

 

 

 

Manage free 
entitlement 

Automatically 
calculate 
invoices 

Room 
movements 

Take deposits 

Track who 
hasn't paid 

Keeping 
information 

secure 

Daily/weekly 
registers 

Store parent 
and carer 

details 

Personalise 
invoices 

 

Hosted online with no set 

up fees 

 

 

Password protected to 

ensure security 

 

Invoices at the click of a 

button 

Simple software, for childminders, pre-schools 

and smaller settings 
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Free entitlement  

When it comes to free entitlement Regista can help you deal with the headaches surrounding this. 

You can calculate free entitlement for each child and allocate this to their record. This will 

automatically be displayed on and deducted from that child’s invoice. 

 

Invoicing  

Regista can generate each individual child’s 

invoice at the touch of a button based on the 

sessions they have attended versus their free 

entitlement. If you set fees by age, Regista will 

also automatically apply the relevant fee when 

the child moves to the next age band.  

Through the Regista software you can generate 

the invoices, print them or send them out by 

email. How’s that for time saving? 

 

Room movements 

Set the criteria for the different rooms in your setting, as a child progresses (or has a birthday) 

Regista will automatically move them on to the correct room.  

 

Daily / weekly registers 

You can create and print registers in advance. If there is a change, this can be easily edited and 

will also filter through into the child’s record, updating the invoice as well.  

 

Store details on parents and carers 

Regista is as secure as online banking; you can 

store all of those important snippets of data against 

each child’s record. Whether it’s an additional 

name on who will be collecting Johnny on 

Wednesday or the fact that he is allergic to 

strawberries, it is all password protected so only 

those with the login details can access the 

information.   
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Abacus is specifically designed with nursery and nursery chains in mind, 

simplifying all your administration tasks into one easy to use system.  At 

the click of a button, you can manage each area of your business – saving 

you hours each week.  

We understand that every nursery is different, which is why we build each 

system to meet your individual requirements. As your nursery changes or 

grows, we can add or edit important information to ensure that our 

management software continues to evolve to meet your needs.  

Abacus provides your nursery with an innovative management solution in 

a fast changing industry. 

 

So what do these different elements do? 

 

 

Dayshare 

Parent portal 

Fee planner 

Free entitlement Staff management 

Invoicing 

Reports 

Daily reminders 
Ratios and room 

movements 

Award winning 
customer support 

- 12hrs a day 

Unlimited Training  

The only nursery management software to win the 

Nursery Management Today Award for innovation   

Secure online access 

 

 

Set to your requirements 

 

You can generate over 70 

reports at the click of a 

button 

_______________________ 

 

Do you own multiple 

nurseries? 

 

Abacus provides a central 

reporting point, combining 

information from multiple 

settings for comparison. 
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Invoicing  

Abacus can generate each individual child’s invoice at the touch of a button 

based on the sessions they have attended versus their free entitlement.  

They can be invoiced at different frequencies, and additional discounts can 

be added by percentage or amount.  

More than one bill payer?  

You can add an additional carer for that child and indicate what percentage 

of the bill they are responsible for, the invoices for that child will then be 

automatically split.  

 

Staff management 

Abacus can give you an instant overview of the 
week’s events, so you know exactly what is going 
on.  Highlighting important dates, it can give you 
a clear overview of essential events approaching.  
 
You can easily organise staff rotas by session and 
rooms for each day, and can even repeat a 
certain shift pattern if needed.  As well as this, 
you’ll be able to see who’s worked what hours in 
a week, what overtime there was, any sick days 
and what holiday staff have remaining.  

Features include 
 

 DBS checks – reminders  
 Holiday entitlement  
 Qualifications 
 Appraisals – when are they due 
 Complete staff rotas 
 Manage staff ratios  - per room and 

session 
 Review staff development 

Free entitlement  

When it comes to free entitlement Abacus can help you deal with the headaches surrounding this. 

You can calculate free entitlement sessions at zero cost, with the flexible booking pattern allowing 

you to set up free entitlement in hourly segments to suit the parents’ needs. It will also generate 

invoices the display free entitlement in line with Local Authority Legislation.  

 

Daily reminders 

The diary function is one of the most useful; you can book in 

show rounds, room visits, staff birthdays, staff assessments and 

child birthdays. It allows you to simply separate work events from 

everything else, and you’ll never miss out on the opportunity for 

some birthday cake!   
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Dayshare 

Partnering with parents is essential, yet time 

consuming. Dayshare allows staff to capture 

activities, notes, nappy changes, meals and much 

more throughout a child’s day, personalise and 

send to a child’s parents so they know exactly how 

little Jacob’s day has been. It can be added to your 

Abacus package or it comes as a standalone 

product.  

Dayshare can be directly linked to the information held in Abacus, which populates the register 

and enables Dayshare’s records to be stored in each child’s Abacus record.  

Parent Portal  

Provides the parents of the children in your setting with 

access to their information 24/7, they can see session 

history, and what they have booked for the coming 

months, it also allows them to communicate with you 

about any change of details or requests for additional 

sessions.  

How it works: 

They are provided with a secure login on your website 

which gives them read-only access to their child’s information; they can then inform you of any 

changes or errors via a simple feedback form which comes directly to you.  Without interrupting 

your day they can see: 

 Allergies and medical requirements 

 Sessions booked 

 Invoices raised 

 Payments received  

 Contact details 

 Dayshare archive  

 

Fee Planner  

We understand that mixing childcare with business can be difficult for providers, which is where 

Fee Planner comes in. An add on for Abacus (this also comes as an individual package), Fee 

Planner is designed to collect fees from parents via direct debit and send it straight to your 

account, so you always know you will be paid on time. It also allows us to do the debt chasing for 

you, so you don’t break relationships with parents but still get paid on time.  
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So what does it all mean? 

 

What does Abacus do that Regista doesn’t?  

Staff Management:  

Regista will not allow you to manage any staff 

details including;  

 Staff information    

 Shift patterns      

 Staff reports      

 Staff permissions 

 Ratios within your different rooms 

Abacus however will allow you to do all of the above, plus much more;  

 Key person per child 
 Store accidents, incidents and social 

service notes 
 Section children as Registered, Left or 

Waiting List 
 Schedule room visits  

   
 

 Late payment fees    
 Voucher payments    
 Choose currency symbol   
 Fee Planner compatible    
 Add nursery logo  
 Personalise statements   

 

Overall Regista is a simplified version of Abacus. Choosing the right 

software for you will come down to the elements you require to 

help your day-to-day management! Still confused? Contact us! 

Email contact@parenta.com or call us on 0844 504 5504  

mailto:contact@parenta.com
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A complete comparison  

 
Regista Lite Regista Plus Regista Pro Abacus 

Children 
    

Unlimited children 
 

   

Child information     

Child details summary     

Child’s photo 
 

   

Export child list to a CSV file 
  

  

Siblings     

Key person per child 
   

 

Store accidents, incidents and social service notes 
   

 

Section children as Registered, Left or Waiting List 
   

 

Contacts 
    

Carer details     

Multiple bill payers 
  

  

Additional contacts 
 

   

Emergency contacts 
 

   

Attendance 
 

   

Free Entitlement 
  

  

Automated room movements     

Absences 
 

   

Holidays 
 

   

Schedule room visits 
   

 

Finance 
    

Invoice 
 

   

Credit notes 
 

   

Discounts 
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Payments 
 

   

Statements 
 

   

Opening balance 
 

   

Deposit 
 

   

Purchases 
  

  

Write off 
  

  

Email statement 
  

  

Personalise invoices 
  

  

Personalise statements 
   

 

Late payment fees 
   

 

Voucher payments 
   

 

Choose currency symbol 
   

 

Fee Planner compatiable 
   

 

Reports 
    

Weekly occupancy report 
 

   

FE headcount report 
 

   

Daily register     

Weekly register     

Invoice summary report 
 

   

Payments report 
 

   

Fees due report 
  

  

FE Allocation report 
  

  

Mail merge 
   

 

Milk report 
   

 

Sage export 
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Settings    

 

Age bands     

Rooms     

Fees     

Meals     

Termly booking     

Products 
  

  

Free entitlement 
  

  

Business holidays 
 

   

Categories 
 

   

Add nursery logo 
   

 

Auto-populated diary     

Staff    
 

Store staff information 
   

 

Schedule shift patterns 
   

 

Reports 
   

 

Permissions 
   

 

Enquiry    
 

Enquiry reports 
 

   

Export all enquiries to Excel 
 

   

Aftercare    
 

Online support desk     

Unlimited training 
   

 

Telephone support 
   

 

 

Email contact@parenta.com or call us on 0844 504 5504 

mailto:contact@parenta.com

